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“This Is St. Luke’s...”

“Our parish is characterized by mutual respect, cherishing of our church family, and focus on our
common mission. This parish identity isn’t prescribed by a manual; it grows from our hearts.”

“Are we really functioning like a program church? Do we really have more going on than most
pastoral size churches? Perhaps we are not the best to judge, but we believe we are ready to grow and
already have many of the necessary attitudes and behaviors to do so.”—from Parish Profile

The 13-page Parish Profile developed by the Search Committee and accessible on our parish web
site (I have printed off copies for those without internet access; they are available in Will Hall.) is a
remarkable piece of work! Among parishioner responses to it are these: “an absolutely beautiful tribute
to St. Luke’s and Cedar Falls” and “an impressive document that puts our best (and real) foot forward.”

As Kevin Sanders, Search Committee co-chair, noted on April 1, a link to this document was
emailed to those who have expressed an interest in becoming our rector. The document clearly tells who
we are and is as Kevin expressed, “also a celebration of who we are as a Christian community. In some
ways it culminates the exploration of our parish identity that has taken place in recent months through
our survey, focus groups, prayer, and conversation.” Beautifully illustrated, the document notes our
strengths, our challenges, and our expectations for a rector, particularly in areas of Christian formation
and pastoral care.

You already know that the Search Committee conducted six telephone interviews in the two
weeks after Easter. The vestry has asked that the committee forward to us at least three but no more than
four finalists. As soon as that happens, Search Committee and vestry members will meet to go over
information about the finalists. Shortly thereafter, | will make arrangements for finalists to come to
Cedar Falls for vestry interviews (and to Des Moines for visits with Bishop Scarfe) in accordance with
diocesan guidelines.

Committed to “putting our best foot forward,” the vestry is optimistic, energized, and ready to go
to work. We are mindful of and so thankful for the steps the Search Committee has taken on the parish’s
behalf—the culmination of hours and hours of conversation, study, writing, and prayer. Their efforts
provide the basis for the discerning of God’s plan for this parish.

As the Parish Profile concludes, “A dear long-time member of St. Luke’s, now in the company

of saints in glory, used to say, ‘God has always given St. Luke’s exactly the rector that we needed at
the time.” We eagerly anticipate what God next has in store for us.”
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Wrapping up a Year of Christian Education
at St. Luke’s

\
|

We have had a full and fun year of Christian education offerings

STIAN for our children and youth. Here is a summary of our school year
highlights:
TION

e The preschool and primary classes joined together on Wednesday evenings for lessons and
activities based on the Sunday gospel.

e We have six children in our church who are 8 years old. They are with us each Sunday
during Worship. They have taken part in special lessons in which they are learning more
about our Book of Common Prayer and our holy Eucharist. In May they will each be given
theirowncopyof A Chil dds Guide to the Holy Euchari st

¢ Godly Play met each Sunday morning for stories and craft activities. Dawn Doeden has
been grateful for the assistance she has received from Hannah and Sara Fread and Jessie
Hoffman.

e The intermediate class, a lively group of 8 boys and 2 girls, spent their EpiscoPALS year
learning about the Old Testament.

e Intergenerational activities focusing on All Hallows Eve, Jesse Tree, Epiphany and the
Stations of the Cross were well attended and enjoyed by all.

e Our newly confirmed junior high youth are involved in a service project for children in
Nicaragua and learning to knit at the same time.

e Our high school youth are gearing up for their May 8™ fundraiser to support their service
trip to Mexico.

Our Christian education year ends on Wednesday May 5™ with Game Night.

We will be recognizing our dedicated teachers with a Teacher Appreciation Brunch on Sunday,
May 16" following the worship service.

After the brunch we will gather for a meeting to plan what we need for the coming school year.
Please join us!
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antic Dispositq,

Valdon Johnson

Substance of the Faith: the American Church
Part XXXI — Mary Baker Eddy, Part Il: A Mission of Moral Science

Last month, we saw that in 1866 -- at a low point in her life -- Mary Baker Patterson experienced a
“healing by revelation.” Reading the Bible gave her both a prodigious insight and a healing. Fortunate as she
was in being healed that year, she experienced misfortune also. Her husband Daniel Patterson, the itinerant
dentist, ran off with one of his female patients. And Phineas Quimby, the man who had inspired Mary to search
for the basis of faith healing, died.

Phineas Quimby (if you remember from last month), previously had some success in healing Mary
Baker Patterson, but the effect was only temporary. He apparently practiced what was called “mesmerism”: by
talking to people he affected at least temporary cures. Mary became a kind of missionary for the Quimby's
healing arts, taking notes on his techniques, giving lectures, and many times curing others by herself. From
writings of the time, it appears that only after Mary suggested to Quimby that his cures were brought about by a
“science” as Christ had practiced that he began to use the term.

In 1866, now alone but with a zeal for discovery, Mary began to develop her own methods. Her
personal experience of being cured by revelation quite drastically shaped her philosophy of healing. While
Quimby had healed without knowing (or caring) how the healing was accomplished, Mary tried to search out
the cause. She approached the problem in a very principled way, and she wrote “I... withdrew from society
about three years, to ponder my mission, to search the scriptures, to find the science of mind that should take
the things of God and show them to the creature, and reveal the great curative principle -- deity. (R&I, 24.23 -
25.1)

Mary's textbook was the Bible. She wrote that it told her how she was healed. The words of the Bible
had a new “spiritual signification” to her. For the first time, she wrote, she understood the words of the Bible,
and understanding the words led to a knowledge of healing. the Bible was {“Jesus' teaching and demonstration,
and the principle and rule of spiritual science and metaphysical healing -- in a word, Christian Science.”(R&I,
25.10ff.)

Like many metaphysical writers, Mary uses certain words and phrases with very specific meanings: “I
named it [healing] Christian, because it is compassionate, helpful, and spiritual. God I called Immortal Mind.
That which sins, suffers, and dies, | named Mortal Mind. \The physical senses, or sensuous nature, | called
error and shadow. Soul | denominated Substance, because soul alone is truly substantial.... spirit | called the
reality; and matter, the unreality. (R&lI, 25.10ff.)

Even while doing her research into the ways in which God had healed her, Mary herself was a
healer. Typical was a healing of a boy with a badly infected finger, Dorr Phillips. She asked, “Dorr, will you let
me heal that felon [finger infection]? Will you promise not to do anything for it or let anyone else, if |
undertake to cure it?”” Dorr said that he promised, and that he would keep his word. After she prayed over him
that night there was neither pain nor infection remaining; the finger was healed. Mary's standard seemed to be
“radical, uncompromised reliance on God's healing grace.” (CH, 41-42) More about the journey of this
remarkable Christian healer next month.
Copyright © 2010 Valdon L. Johnson
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wAdult Forums in I\/Ia)]

Sunday, May 2 Bringing Relief to Haiti

Brenda and Charles Corwin will describe their
experiences in Haiti, following the earthquake, with a
medical relief team sponsored by Trinity Wesleyan
Church. The Corwins will also show photos from
their team’s trip.

Sunday, May 9 Amy RohrBerg’s Altar Cloths
Throughout the seasons of the church year, worship at
St. Luke’s is enriched by the beautiful paraments that
drape our altar, lectern and pulpit. All were made by
member Amy RohrBerg, a professor and costume
designer in UNI’s Department of Theatre. Amy will
tell us how she went about designing and sewing
these wonderful pieces.

Sunday, May 16 Annual Teacher Recognition

We say “thanks” to the many people who contributed
to Christian Education at St. Luke’s during the past
year.

There will be no Forums on May 23 or 30.

Dondét miss the MedXi

Help the Youth!!!
Let 6s al |l hel p

May 2
9:15a.m.

May 9
9:15a.m.

May 16
9:15a.m.

May 23
9:15a.m.

May 30
9:15a.m.
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MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Holy Eucharist
Rev. Maureen Doherty

Deacon’s Mass
Rev. Liane Nichols

Holy Eucharist
Rev. Bill Moorhead

Holy Eucharist
Rev. Maureen Doherty

Holy Eucharist
Rev. Sean Burke
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Liane Nichols

The Challenge of Summer

Last month I talked about the gift we have been given in our relationships as a community of
faith. Standing at the altar and witnessing the embodiment of that faith in your responsiveness to the
liturgy, in your attentiveness to the Word, in your I
later in your energy as you pour into Will Hall is truly an inspiration to my soul.

I hope you have taken the time to read the parish
an inspiration. I was trying to read it from a canc
pl ace is too good t o betofitisethasearch @mnittde kdid not makeethhat p a r
stuff up. We have lots of good things going for us and within the profile; the committee also reveals
areas we are hoping to improve with the help of our new rector.

In the grand cycle of the year, by May we are usually looking ahead to a quieter summer time
after the hurly-burly of another school year is over. This year, however, we will find ourselves still
needing to go full tilt as we prepare to receive candidates into our midst.

With a Mexican Fiesta supporting our youth coming up and a Sunday celebrating our wonderful
teaching team in May, we will go on doing our outreach through meal programs, knitting and crocheting
efforts, sewing projects, shut-in visitations, healing prayer, and a myriad of collective and personal
ministries beyond and into summer.

The nourishment we receive from our connection with Christ and with each other on Sundays will
charge us in the weeks ahead to continue | ivipegttoup t «
see. This is an exciting time for us. Let us embrace it with humility and gratitude, praising God for the
many opportunities we are given to serve - and then go out and do just that.

UNI Liz Cooney BA
Darius Robinson MA
Naomi Terbetski MA
Carlton College  Michael Sanders BA

If we missed anyone, please call Peg so we can
acknowledge them.

6|Page


http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95098200

Mexican Flesta
May 8, 2010

Food and Fun for the
Whole Family

Proceeds to benefit the projects of
The Youth Groupof S ukeds Epi scopa
In Ciudad del Carmen, Mexico
and to help sponsor the next service trip



The Net

St Lukeds Epi
2410 Melrose Drive
Cedar Falls, 1A 50613
1-319-277-8520

St.lukes@cfu.net
www.st-lukes-episcopal.org

The Net is published
monthly
Articles and suggestions
are welcome and
encouraged.

Mary Wieck, Editor
mwieck@cfu.net
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Holy Eucharist at St. L
9:15 Eucharist
Nursery Care is available Sundays during the service.

The Rev. Liane C. Nichols, Deacon

Sue Savereide, Sr. Warden
Sue Smith, Jr. Warden
Dave Buck, Vestry Secretary/Clerk
Jon Taiber, Parish Treasurer

Peg Torrin, Administrative Assistant
Sharon Anway, Music Director & Composer-in-Residence
Janet Sanders, Organist

Vestry Members
Trish Norton David O06Shi
Ken Cutts Parke Behn Ann Eastman
Nancy Henderson Carolyn Wolff Marnell Lyle
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